TOINETTE'S ELEGANCE AND BEAUTY
tion, in which her mind would reveal itself first of all with a
noble seriousness and mthen suddenly with a certain roguish-
ness not devoid of elegance. It is to Leroy, a contemporary,
the lieutenant of hunting of the park of Versailles, that we
owe a remarkable portrait: 'La marquise de Pompadour was
above the average in height, slim, of easy bearing, supple,
elegant; her face and figure were well matched; face a perfect
oval, beautiful hair, light chestnut rather than fair, eyes fairly
large, framed by beautiful eyebrows of the same colour as the
hair; the nose perfectly formed, mouth charming, teeth very
beautiful; and a most delightful smile, with the most beautiful
complexion in the world, gave to all her features the greatest
animation. Her eyes had a particular charm which they owed
perhaps to the uncertainty of their colour; they had neither
the bright sparkle of black eyes, nor the tender languor of
blue eyes, nor the finesse which is peculiar to grey eyes; this
uncertainty of colour seemed to make them fit for all kinds of
bewitching enticement and to express in turn all the impres-
sions of a very changeable spirit; also the play on the coun-
tenance of Madame de Pompadour was of infinite variety,
yet one never perceived a discordance among the features of
her face; all concurred to the same end, which presupposed a
mind in full control of itself; her movements accorded with
the rest, and the ensemble of her person seemed to mark die
transition between the last degree of elegance and the first
degree of nobility.'

Her very delicacy gave a lovely bloom to her pale colouring
which recalled the mother-of-pearl of sea-shells and the rosy
heart of the eglantine. Altogether, her mirror reflected an
enchanting little person as her maid adjusted a bouquet of
flowers on the breast of her bodice and on her blue silk gown,
puffed out and foaming with lover's-knots and fine laces. She
tapped a fire-log with a minute toe encased in a mule of finest
leather. Her hair was drawn straight up from the brow in light
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